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If a vehicle can be searched on the basis of probable cause at a certain time and place, the vehicle can likewise be 
searched later at a police station house or after the vehicle is impounded. 


Law enforcement officers are not required to seize the vehicle pending the issuance of a search warrant but may search it 
immediately.' If the automobile exception applies to warrantless search of a vehicle, the vehicle need not be searched 
immediately,’ but the vehicle may be removed to a police station and searched at a later,’ more convenient time‘ after it is 
impounded.‘ If a vehicle is properly stopped and taken to the police station and probable cause for a search exists, the vehicle 
may be searched as it remains mobile unless its use is denied to everyone and as such immobilization of the vehicle might be 
as intrusive as a search.° Moreover, a search is proper when a vehicle is properly impounded and probable cause for a search 
is later obtained.’ 


Some authorities hold that the vehicle may be moved for the purpose of searching it only on the grounds of serious public 
safety concerns or important law enforcement considerations.: There is also some authority for the view that the vehicle 
exception does not justify a search if the vehicle has been impounded or placed in a secure area.’ Generally, however, the 
seizure of a vehicle from a public parking lot with probable cause but without a warrant is proper, at least if the seizure 
facilitates a lawful search.'° 
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